Lesson plan – Chapter 10 / Parallelism and Sentence Problems
Let’s start with Parallelism:
Parallelism is an important element in writing, especially when you are listing or comparing and contrasting items or ideas.  (PPP – slide 2) Parallelism means that each item in a list or a comparison follows the same grammatical pattern. It gives your sentence/text a nice, smooth flow.
Look at slide 3 in the PPP. Do these sentences have a nice flow? How can you improve these sentences? Notice the sentences do not have a parallel structure/do not follow the same grammatical pattern.
Go to p.191 in your textbook – look at the box and read the right side. Here you find parallelism in the sentences. Do you notice how much easier it is to digest the information – this is good writing.
You find a text about Steve Jobs on p.190. The text contains several examples of parallelism. Read the text and answer the questions. Good, this should have been easy.
Parallelism works with coordinators like and, or, but – go to p.192 and read the sentences under Parallelism with coordinators: and, or, but.
Parallelism also works with correlative (paired) conjunctions – read the sentences under Parallelism with correlative (paired) conjunctions on p.192. These are a nice option; however, students don’t use them.
Now it’s time to practice:
Do Practice 1A & B / p.192,193
Let’s move on to common Sentence Problems. There are four common errors in student writing – go to PPP - slide 4.
1. Sentence fragments
2. Choppy sentences
3. Run-on sentences and comma splices
4. Stringy sentences

Sentence fragments
Look at the PPP – slide 5,6,7,8 and notice the fragments. Read the text under Sentence fragments on p.194. The book uses the same examples on p.194,195 (Problem A, Problem B, Problem C).
Now do Practice 2A / p.195: label the fragments – try to change the fragments into complete sentences. The answer key gives suggestions.

Choppy sentences
Choppy sentences are sentences that are too short. Sometimes, very short sentences can be effective –often used as literary device. Look at the PPP – slide 9. Read the text Wind is….The sentences are too short. Use coordination or subordination to improve the text – slide 10,11,12.  The book uses the same examples on p.197.
Now do Practice 3 / p.197,198 as mental exercise. How could you combine the sentences? Use coordination or subordination. 

Run-on sentences and comma splices
The difference between a run-on sentence and a comma splice is explained in the PPP – slide 13. Slide 14,15 gives suggestions how to correct the mistakes. The book uses the same examples on p.199. 
Practice 4 is a good exercise – please do A & B (don’t forget to correct the incorrect sentences)
How did you do?

Stringy sentences
The opposite of choppy sentences are stringy sentences. They are simply too long; they have too many clauses, which is exhausting for the reader to comprehend. Look at the PPP – slide 16. How do you improve the text? Rewrite, combine, subordinate -- go to slide 17. The book uses the same examples on p.201. 
The slide 18,19,20,21,22,23 in the PPP show stringy sentences. Think of ways to improve them. These are the sentences from Practice 2 / p.202 in the textbook.
Now you are more aware of possible errors; hopefully, it will help you to avoid those in the future.
As a wrap-up exercise, you find an editing practice on p.203. 
Look for the following errors: lack of parallelism, fragments, comma splices, choppy or stringy sentences (there are no run-ons).


[bookmark: _GoBack]Next week, we have our midterm. Please review the chapters in the textbook to be fully prepared.










Answer key:
Writing Model: 1. 1/ 2. 3 / 3. 2 / 4. 4
[image: ][image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ][image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
image6.png
PRACTICE 4: Correcting Run-On /
Comma Splice Sentences (page 199)

A Answers will vary. Possible answers include:
1. a. New York City is very cosmopolitan.
People from many cultures and ethnic
groups live there.

b. New York City is very cosmopolitan;
people from many cultures and ethnic
‘groups live there.

. New York City is very cosmopolitan
because peopie from many cultures and
ethnic groups live there.

d. New York City is very cosmopolitan, for
people from many cultures and ethnic
groups live there.
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a. A newly arrived international student faces
several challenges. For example, he or she
has to cope with a new culture.

b. A newly arrived international student faces
several challenges: for example, he or she
has to cope with a new culture.

. Learning a new language is like learning to

swim, for it takes a lot of practice.
Ask for assistance at the reference desk in the
library: a librarian s always on duty.
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Corrections will vary. Possible answers include:

2. Anencyclopedia is a valuable source of
information because it contains summaries of
every area of knowledge.

4. A printed encyclopedia may quickly go out of
date: also, it is quite expensive to purchase.

7. An editor of an encyclopedia does not write
articles; he or she only collects and edits
articles.

8. To find a book on a certain subject, you used
to look in a card catalog: moreover, to find a
magazine article on a subject, you used to look
in a periodical index.

9. If you cannot find any information on a subject,
you can always ask a librarian to help you. They
are paid to assist students.
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EDITING PRACTICE (page 203)
Sentences 2 and 7 are comma splices.

Sentences 5, 6, 14, and 15 are choppy.

Sentences 10 and 11 are fragments.

Sentences 8 and 13 have problems with parallelism.
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PRACTICE 1: Identifying and Creating

Parallelism (page 192)

A 2. Youknow you are truly fluent in another
language when you can calculate in
when you begin to dream in it.

3. People often spend as much time worrying
about the future(as)planning for it.

4. You can learn a second language in the
classroom, at home, (op)in a country where
the language is spoken.

5. My new personal computer is(both)fast(and)

reliable.

6. My mother’s old typewriter i
(noDreliable.
7. Anmn is growing older(budunfortunately not

wiser.

8. Young people buy computers(not only)to do
schoolwork(But also)to play games.
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9. If industrial nations continue to burn fossil

fuels(and)if developing nations continue to
burn their rain forests, the level of CO, in

the atmosphere will continue to increase.

10. Before the judge announced the punishment,
he asked the murderer if he wanted to speak

(eithen)to the victim’s family(or)to the jury.




image3.png
B Answers may vary. Possible answers include:

2. they can be used
Credit cards are accepted by department
stores, airlines, and some gas stations.

3. you pay high interest rates
The disadvantages of using a credit card are
overspending and paying high interest rates.

4. you can
‘With credit cards, you can either pay your bill
with one check or stretch out your payments.

5. when you stay
You can charge both at restaurants and at
hotels. o You can charge at both restaurants
and hotels.

6. they carry
Many people carry not only credit cards but
also cash.

7. do they like paying
Many people neither want to pay off their
balance monthly nor do they like to pay
interest.

8. to send
Not making any payment or sending in only
minimum payments every month is poor
‘money management.
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PRACTICE 2: Rewri
Fragments (page 195)

A Complete sentences: 4, 5,7, 10,
Fragments: 1,2, 3,6,8,9

ing Sentence

Answers will vary. Possible answers include:

1. The desire of all humankind is to live in peace
and freedom, for example.

2. Second, it is a fact that men are physically
stronger than women.

3. The best movie that I saw last year was
Beasts of the Southern Wild.

6. Although people want to believe that all men
are created equal, it is not true.

8. Many of my friends who did not have the
opportunity to go to college are unhappy.
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9. A tsunami that occurred in the Indian Ocean
in December 2004 killed more than 200,000
people.




