 Lesson plan – Chapter 11 / Noun clauses
In week 7, we are finishing up creating interesting, complex sentences. 
Remember – what is a complex sentence? A complex sentence contains one independent clause and one (or more) dependent clause(s).
In week 5 and 6, we already discussed two types of dependent clauses (Adjective clause and Adverb clause).
Now we will discuss the 3rd type of dependent clause: Noun clauses / Chapter 11
Most of the time, a noun functions as subject or object in a sentence – you know that. (for example: The answer was incorrect. (subject) – He knew the answer. (object)
Noun clauses behave like nouns. They function like nouns – they are in subject position or object position. 
→ A noun clause is a dependent clause that functions as a noun. A noun clause is often part of an independent clause, where it can be a subject or an object (could be direct object, indirect object, object of preposition). Read the text under Introduction in the textbook p.206.             PPP – slide 2
Let’s move to the middle of p.206:
There are three kinds of noun clauses. They begin with different words / subordinators.           PPP – slide 3
1. That clauses (begin with that)
2. If / Whether clauses (begin with whether or if)
3. Question clauses (begin with question words, such as who, what, where, when, or how) 

Let’s look at examples – I am using the examples from the book:
What the newspaper reported was correct. This is a question clause in subject position.
People once believed that the world was flat. This is a that clause in object position.
I do not know if/whether the medication works. This is an if / whether clause in object position.
If/Whether the medication works is unknown. This is an if / whether clause in subject position.
Notice there is NO COMMA!
NEVER use a comma to separate a noun clause from the independent clause (textbook p. 206 – Punctuating Noun Clauses). This may be new for you – never a comma before that!
On p.207, you find a text (Writing Model): identify the noun clauses in the text – this should not be difficult for you.
Now let’s practice these three kinds of noun clauses in detail.
1. That clauses
p. 207, under That Clauses, read the text. Notice that you can omit that when the meaning is clear without it.
A that clause can appear in different locations (follow in textbook p.208)  PPP – slide 4
· after the independent clause verb (functions as object)
· after certain adjectives (describing emotions)
· after certain nouns (e.g. idea, theory, thought, claim, assertion, statement, belief…)
· at the beginning of the sentence (functions as subject)    

Starting with a that clause may sound awkward for you, so put It at the beginning and move the noun clause to the end. (p.208)
awkward: That Earth is getting warmer is certain. ---- sometimes effective, more focus
better: It is certain that Earth is getting warmer.
You can also use active voice in these sentences (review active/passive voice p.208/209).
Practice 1A / p.209: do 2-5 as a mental exercise, then Practice 1B

A common use of that clauses occurs in reported/indirect speech. He said that…-- go to textbook p.210.  
You covered reported speech in Advanced Grammar. Please review the special rules of verb tenses on your own.   PPP – slide 5
Now do Practice 2 on p.211

There is also a special verb tense in so-called subjunctive noun clauses (textbook p.212). 
The subjunctive form of a verb is the same as the base form – for example be, go, come, do
After certain verbs and adjectives in independent clauses, you must use the subjunctive form of the verb in the noun clause. Look at the verbs and adjectives in the box – they indicate urgency, advisability, necessity, and desirability.  PPP – slide 6
Look at the sentences and see the use of the subjunctive form of the verb. 
Now do Practice 3 / p.212,213

2. If/Whether clauses
What is the difference between if and whether? Whether is more formal (textbook p.214 – read the text and look at the five possible patterns).
Notice that if/whether clauses are statements and require a period at the end, not a question mark. Look at the box and see how a question is changed into a sentence with an if/whether clause.
Now let’s practice: Practice 4A,B (complete the letter) / p.214,215

3. Question clauses
Question clauses begin with subordinators such as who, what, when, where, why, how, how much, how long,… (textbook p. 216)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Again, look closely at the box on p.216 and observe how a question is changed into a question clause.
Let’s do Practice 5A, B (complete the email memo) / p,216,217
All of you have used these noun clauses in your texts. Now you are more aware of the different options, and you are more aware of correct punctuation (NO COMMA).
PPP – slide 7: Here you have more examples of noun clauses. Can you find them in the sentences? What type is it (type 1, 2, or 3)? What is the function of the clause (subject, direct object, indirect object, object of preposition)? 
The last exercise I want you to do is to correct a text on p.218 (Editing Practice). We have not done that before. Find nine more errors in the text – look for the kinds of errors presented in the textbook.
How did you do? For next week, I want you to practice writing noun clauses.
!! Assignment = A4 (to be uploaded on moodle on time): Writing practice for noun clauses: textbook p.219 – respond to a job listing – read the text. You do not have to use the ads in the textbook; you can create your own fictional ad. Write 5 sentences (similar to p.215) where you inquire about the ad. You do not have to use a letter format, just list your sentences 1….5. Define which type of noun clause (1, 2, or 3) you used in the sentence.

Answer key:
Writing Model: that the sports starts…/if someone is a role model / whether he or she…/what the morally right…/ who might need their help / where they can find personal gain / how to keep …/ who is truly a good…
Practice 1B: 2. It is undeniable that ocean…/ 3. It has been well documented that burning…4. It has been proven that winters…
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PPP – slide 7: 1. What Alicia said (type 3) – subject / 2. that the directions were wrong (type 1) – direct object / 3. what Alex decided to do (type 3) – object of preposition / 4. if they should buy the house (type 2) – direct object / 5. Whoever thought of that idea (type 3) – subject / 6. whoever interviewed you (type 3) – indirect object / 7. whenever we get hungry (type 3) – object of preposition
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EDITING PRACTICE (page 218)
(Corrections are in brackets. Explanation of error is

in the second column.)

Betcha's Blog
T wanted to blog about it so that
everyone would know how amazing
was it it was].

Tn fact, I insist that you went [go]!
If you're wondering that [what] you
might find there, be patient! I'm
going to tell you.

Tloved secing, what [sceing what]
they look like.

I never would have guessed

| [what] her age was from her work.
Tasked one writer when will she
write [she would write] another
book? [book.]

She said that she was [had been]
very busy for several years and
hadn’t had time to write, but that for
the last six months she was working
[had been working] on her next
book.

Anyway, if you want to know when
should you [you should] go to the
‘exhibit, T suggest that you are [be]
there early in the morning.

Incorrect word order
Subjunctive not used
‘Wrong subordinator

Incorrect punctuation
(comma before
‘noun clause)

Missing subordinator

Incorrect word order
Jtense

Incorrect punctuation

Sequence of tenses

Sequence of tenses

Incorrect word order
Subjunctive not used.
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PRACTICE 2: Writing Sentences with

That Clauses (page 211)

Answers will vary. Possible answers include:

3. Research indicated a long time ago that women
learn languages more easily than men do.

4. Scientists reassure men that women’s superior
language skills do not mean that women are
‘more intelligent than men.

5. Tt has often been observed that men are better at

reading maps.

. Ttis thought by many scientists that men’s and
‘women'’s brains developed different spatial skills
because of the different tasks they performed in
prehistoric times.

ES
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PRACTICE 3: Wri

ing Subjunctive

Noun Clauses (page 212)

2

3.

4.

‘The water department will demand that every
individual decrease water use.

Itis necessary that every family reduce its water
use by 40 percent.

For city dwellers, the water department proposes
that everyone limit showers to five minutes.

. Itis required that farmers cut their water use by

25 percent.
Itis suggested that every farmer install a drip
irrigation system.

. The water department urges that people living

in suburban areas not use water to wash cars,
sidewalks, or streets.
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PRACTICE 4: Using If /| Whether
Clauses (page 214)

B Answers will vary. Possible answers include:

2. if the needles are made of stainless steel or of
some other metal

3. whether the needles hurt when they are
inserted

4. if the effectiveness of acupuncture in relieving
back pain has ever been documented

5. whether acupuncture can strengthen the
immune system

6. whether acupuncture uses the body’s energy
to promote healing

7. whether you studied acupuncture in China or
in the United States

8. if you have ever used acupuncture during an
operation

9. (Answers will vary.)




image4.png
PRACTICE 5: Using Question Clauses
(page 216)
B Answers will vary. Possible answers include:
2. when the band had last performed in Fog City
3. how many years they had been together as a
group
who wrote their songs
where they practiced on the road
how many songs the band had recorded
and 8. (Answers will vary.)
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